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" The first mpressiongof the recent actions instituted by Moscow
- ggainst the regime in Belgrade, is that they are definitely too vehement. The
. actions are too 6verdone, too loud, as if, once again in the struggle for the
'ﬁgBalkans,' the situation is gettlng out of band.k i

'/The purpose of th»u notes lately dispatched from l’oscow, couched as they are in
uncommon and unwrecedentedj terms of abuse and epithet, is to dispel any doubt

V;f'that the break between Titp and the Cominform is real and suthentic. It was

. not pnecessary to tell the Yugoslav people and Tito again and again that the

“ibreak is final and 1rrevocable. Tito has been expelled from the Cominform with-

. out reservatlon ‘and his nation needs no remindirg of this action. But the
~,Moscow notes were pub11Qhed in toto in the Sov1~f press, and much space was )
-glven to reactions abroad. The notes themselves hove been sufflclantly repetitive
.and comprehen31ve go that nobody could concelvably‘m]ss the point.

It is therefore clear that the Yugoslav xovernment although the formal

" recipient of the .notes, was not the actual addressee. There are of course
gaveral possﬂole parties ‘the Kremlin is trying to convinf*e, and the door is
. open to all kJ)ds of speculation. Freposterous as it may sound, it is possible

. that the West 'is the party to be convinced, that in actuality the breach between

~ Tito and Koscow is completely phony. To be sure, there is nothing to sub-
nstantlate this possibility and, even if Moscow aims include world domination, it

is hard to see any value in the present break with Tito. This possibility is to .

‘be noted only.

JfAnother possn.ble reason for ralslng so much fuss about Tito right now could be
“the necessity for a cr131s important enough to divert the world's attention
- -from actions or preparations for actions in othnr regions.

- 50X1-HUM
the rnost ¢ 1cal explanation for the notes, for the R“Jk trial

and for the movements of a*mored divisions on the Yugoslav northern border, hes

elsewhere. Wost log:cal]y and probably the break between Tito and koscow is

~authentic, and the tone of the notes was set to warn other potential deviationists.
. Tito and the men sround him who most prominently figure in the dispute are, from

e ist pom+ ot rm\ nen of considerable stapdlng with clean Communist
ofs o ’have une*rlngly followed the off1c1al Party line wzthout evar
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- These men remained loyal to the Party in times when many members bolted, during

the Troteky exodus, the purges, the Ribbentrop-koletov Fact. Some of them,

~such as Kardelj and Pijade, have contributed to Party theory., Above all, their

T

-~ recérd during World War II provided at that time the classic example of a

‘liberation war as conceived by Lenin, and was presented as proving Lenin's
tesachings to be true. In shert, none of them hss ever before becn tainted.

‘They were the shining show pieces of the Farty, always inside the fold and
-belonging truly to the harxist-Leninist group. Even after the Cominform took
~gction against Tito, this situation did not change much as far as the rank and

file members of the Party were concerned. To the rank and file, the whole affair
must have appearsd as a sort of internal fraternity kind of thing, happening
within the confines of the group. The kid brother, the fine fellow, had erred.

But look with what pluck he stands up to the big wheels, and how clever and in-

teresting is his defense of his pesition! In the meantime the men who had besen
brought into power in the satellites found themselves confronted with an un—

foreseen problem -- a considerable lack of restraint on the part of their Soviet
liberators in requiring material advantages and services. The position of these

~men wag difficult enough in itself without having to gear their whole industry

to comply with the demands of their liberators. They found themsleves forced
into all sorts of agreements snd ending up with unbeliveably 4nadequate returns
for their goods, if any at all. Now to these men, as well as to those of their

- subordinates charged with rounding up what the liberators wanted, Tito's position

was more than alluring. Both the leaders and the rank snd file Communists got

- more and more infected with Titoism, which was spresding too much for the liking
- of the policy cdircctors in Moscow. It had to be wiped out. This asccounts for

the notes, for it had to be mede clea that the breach had ceased to be an
internal affair and had become a mortal sin unreconcilable with the Party
consclence. The notes are addressed to the small men, since the big ones are
already heing dealt with. ™"If you accept Titoism", the notes are saying, "you

are g heretic and a traitor and you don't deserve to belong to the rurty."

v Théwsignificancé of the Rajk‘Trial

However, the men directing the policy ngainst Tito must have felt that the only
ones who can really expell Tito and his men from the Farty are Tito and his men

‘themselves, by committing such acticns as to put them automatically outside the

Party. The Rajk trial has to provide for such, but Jjust how much credence the
Party members will give it is a matceer of surmise. One might add at this point
that the Rajk trial is to be succeeded by similar trisls in othar people's
democracies, and finally a nice big trial in Moscow, since beneath it all there
must be a bigger issue than Tito -~ the issue of who is to gain power inside the

‘Party.

- . The Significance of Western Aid to Tito

Up until now, Tito, althouéhkpressed toward it by economic measures and by the
‘notes which were intended to make him answer rashly, has svoided compromising

himself either by direct action or by statements, He has not made any move
toward the West which would damage him too much, but he might do so shortly. It
is doubtless very important to help him stay in power as long as it is in the
interests of freedom, The mere fact that he remains so opposed to the determined
will of Moscow is a great victory in itself. But the paramovnt achievement would

‘be if he could be helped in such fashion as not to impair his prosition as the

- rallying point for the dissatisfied in the Farty, his stending as a man who has

-9

not deviated from the true Marxist-Leninist line, or his reputation as a staunch

enemy of the imperialist West.

It has to be expected that the Rajk trial will do considerable damage to Tito's
prestige, but ‘the US loans, if not handled carefully, :50X1-HUM

‘come more damaging than the trial. There are *wo dangers: the clauses regulating
" the spencing of the loans, and the loan agreements themselves.

As for the spending controls, the danger lies in making them too tight. Moscow
~+Will of course attack the Joan stipulations anyway, bub if the specific controls

appear to lend weight to the Voscow thesis that all 2id from the US to Europe is

-ealculated to ease overprodnetion snd imrinent economic catastrophe in the US, the

main purpose of the losns will have been wrecked.
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